And the winneris...

Will it be a brush that shines in the dark? Knitted electric cable window blinds? Or an acrylic chaise longue?
Dominic Lutyens sizes up the competition for this year’s 30,000 Oxo/Peugeot Design Awards

Two years ago. the OxojPeugeot Design Anand went
to design company One Fool Taller for its frosted-
white plastic Chasim chalr, Last vear, Hestor Serrano’s
Superpatata famp (a tght bulb ingide a malleable salt
filled latex balloon) came out on top. The prize
allowed us to move o our currerit 1,000 sq ft studio,’
recalls One Foot Taller's Kaity Barsc.

The financial benelits were equalled by the prestige
of the prize, A mator problem for design companies
i gaining clients” trust. The endorsement of the
Petigeot Prize matde 3 massive difference Tt helped
me set up my studio after college, get a computer and
loals,” sy Serrano, an RCA postrad. 1've been able
10 live for several months with this money while |
design a lamp and plan for an exhibition 1'm having
in London, in September.” This i a prize that can
nuke a young designet’s career”

Any UK based designer can enter the O/ Peageot
Design Awands, the prestigiots design prize for
cutting-edge work in furniture, domestic metalware,
ceramics, textiles, glass and lighting, Established
names rub shonlders with young unknowns, who
gain nationwide rocognition if they hit the jackpot

The ozl prize money is 29,500, Thene's a winner
i) eachi category, Runneniup in all cstegories each win
£500 ~ the shonlisted designers, revealed for the first
e foday, know they've won at least this sum so far,
Bt won't know who's scooped Hhe lon's share until 13
Juathe., whiens thie winner, who walks off with £15,000, is

snbowrced. The prociscts will be an show froni 2
Jusse 1o ¥ July at the gallery@on, Oxo Tower Whart,
Bargehouse Street, London SEr (020 7401 2255)

Shortisted this year ane 14 Gnalists Mathias
Bepgtsson's Shice chalse longue: Inflate's Snoozy beil.
Paul Godden's Trd bollard with a sloping top that
donthles = or triples — as a place to park a bike and your
B Chiares O Job's mirror-cum-clothes hanger
Matthew Tomalin's cast-iron bowl; Bl Zagury's Duct
Bin: Sharmon Elphick's Graffiti ansfes print on canvas;
Annie Sherburne’s Soft Cobbles textile in organic
wool! Ruth Spaak’s Chain Link window treatment;
Anzon Kaynama's Hatch parcelain birdhouse; Eddy
Mundy's Light Sweep broom with inbuilt lighi; Tord
Boonte's Wednesday Light: Michae] Russell's tiles that
light uep, and Sam Maldment’s Write-on storage fams.

A few items sparked a debute” says Loulkse Tavlar
director of exhibitions and collections at the Cralis
Council, and oneof the judges this year The
bindhouse had ws speculating as to whether a bird
would nest in poreelain. | personally loved
Bengtsson's chaise longue = you can imagine it
becotiing a design classic.” Wiyne Hemin
on the judging panel, agrees: 'He's golng tobe a
nussive star. And the Light Sweep - it's very witty and
it wotks, We had fun trying itout ina dark cornet
Taylor adds: These desyyms are all eharacterised by
Mesibility, wit and narrative

Here, ane fust sixof the 1y shorlistad desiy
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quality of the luns. Winning

the prize has sllowed Serrans
to develop other designe,
while the Superpatsts ltsel! bhas
lbewn picked wp by the Dutsh
avant-garde devign group
Drecy. They are developing the
project with a view to putting
it lnta production and will ba
showtating It 2t the Milan
Fumnitwre Fale this wesk, For
Information about Serrana’s
work, cafi 020 7328 5864
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SUCE CHAISE LONGUT

SY MATHIAS BENCTISON

An witra-Tuturistic take on that
muit dewadent and traditional
plecs of hamiture, the chaita
longue, Slice ls made af vertical

rody 1 wantod (s uie s 3-D

wmatwrial e creats a remples,

3-D lorm. says Bengtuen, whe

wtwdied furndure snd induitrial

detign al the RCA But lvsad 2
matasial

influenced by It But | am
ht:‘lbﬂ’dthiﬂdlll“!.
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Inspiration,” he explainy Ta this
vary camuientious enil, the
beoomhandle iy Nitsd witn

reshargealde battarics which
povent a Msre-opthc bght in the
hepd of the broam that
Ulwminstes the bristies. ') abia

replics, "Both. Entertalnmaent
s an Impertant sipet of
product design, but 1o tee i

Trom the RCA with ss MA
in preduct design bn 2000

CHAIN LUK OV RUTH ZEAAF
Spaak refers to her devign,
rather guaintly, as & window
treatment. But there's nathing
net-twitchingly wburban sbeut
her experimental alternative
to conveniienal blinds Chain
Link combines kiln-formed
hartioultural glass (eved in
greenhouia) with sorags of
meon-bright cable in Ligusrias
Allsorts pinks, blves and
yellows. It's pertable, urliks
blinde. Spaak. & conitrvstad
textiley graduste from

Polytechnic,
i1 iipleed by grids, and
incorparates wach slement
e by row = like knitting.
A vyvtemathe method,

with glan
Imcinatingly eccentric
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