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La Mediterranea

IDe la ssociacion de 17 profesonales del vidro asentadas on
I lncalidad valenciana de L'Oerta suigid en 1875 el embndn de La
Maciterdnea, una empresa vsonana parm b Gpoca, espociakzads
& k3 Transiormacion del vidrio reciclado. A pesar o las diicullades
hisbdnicas y econdmicas del momento, B empres crxcenia da ma-
reda continua legando a lusionar en 1862 tres cooperathas loc-
los. Fus asi comeo sungid definamente La Medibarinss 1al y como
g8 b ha conocido posteriormente, Sy produccion 6 basaba en
una arnpda olera de productos de deconacadin ¥ menats, realizados
principakmenie gn vidnio y poshionmanie 1ambidn an Carimica; Be-
fos (itimos 26 elaborabhan en obra fibnca insialada an la localicad
die Aibarrola. Tras un par o décadas de continud cnscmieno ¥
Expanmon, curanta las que sxponic B mEs e salenia paises v e
galardonada con moiples premics que rondan |3 cuareniena, La
Moditerrdnea no pudo oscuivar by primsind Crigis coondimica del o-
gh0 00, U ACADG por levara 8 un ConCursg o8 aCrendones y su
pastrion louidacion. En época reciente, o fonde de caplal de res-
o Valcaphal ha repescado la empresa con el oyt da relanzarke.

Ert Lis Macihirririin so shemaban, hasts o maomenlo Sl cema
en 2008, procesos de manspulaciin del vidrio enleramenti arbesa-
riEies Gon obros 1olakmenis mecanizados. Lino o8 08 cambeas méas
importantes emprandicos: por Valcapital pand ponedy e nuen 8
Aobe consits precEamentt on B desapancidn o8 esle Gltimao, va
qua dapanda de un homo de ato consumo e enangia, ko gue
obiigaba & b eaboracitn db grandes fradas da un S0k progduc-
0. Asl, an eslos momenics. b empesa Seha dechmadd pof ua
produccitn mucho mas fexipls, qua 5o keva a cabo en homas oo
tamaio medic y pequeiio, apostanc por procesos afesandies y,
OCASONAIMents, Semiaulcmaticos,

Dapisnchiraks ciel tipo de piezn, o produceon mesuts més o
menca arieaanal. En loa modalos e a5 nuevas inaas denominades

The embryo of La Mediterrénea, a visionany compgary
in its diy that specialises in processing recycled glass, was
concaned by an association of 17 glassblowars who ved in
fhe Vighencian town of U'Dlleria in 1875, Despite the histoncal
and sconomic difficulties of the tirmes, 1h Redging comgarny
wiolkd griow sbeadity uniil 18852, when B absorbad thres ofbar
Iocal cooparatives, definithvidy creating La Mediterrinea, as i
was later 10 be known. Hs production was based on a wadse
range of decoratve and fumiture products made primariy of
glass and later coramics thal were made in a difierent iac-
ey i the foee of Febamoja. Alter sevaral decadas of steady
growth and expansion, with dgpois 10 more Than saventy
oountries and around lorty awands, La Maditerrdnea Tl prey
fo 1k firsl economas crisis of the beenty-first century, which
ultimately led to bankruptcy and kaber quidation. Recenthy,
tie Wiakcardtal venture capital fund has renviesd the Compan
in oncher 10 na-kwrch il.

" Untl it closed in 2008, La Medilerranea had stemated
betwaen complitaly artisanal processes for handiing glass and
oiner, fully mechanised processes. Ong of B most mponant
ciuirepes N Vscapitals re-launch k8 precisely the elimination of
the lathar, which depanded on & kin thal consumed huge quant-
s of endngy and made i necessany for indkidual products 1o
e manufactued in ange nurs. The SOt N OLs o Mo
fewdble production in small and medum-sized kiing and redes
antrely on artisanal, cocesonaly SEmi-Uiomatic processas.

La Maditerrinea’s manufacturing msthods ang mong o
lass tradiional. depending on the Type of plece. Tha mod-
els in the new Ecowinfage and Trendly ines ara cratted sem-
arfisanaly: the glassmaker collects the glass. from the kil
and blows it Into 8 mould; afterwards: B finishes The work by



Eotrirtigs v Trendy, kos productcs son trabaadcs de Kma Ssamisr-
tesanal e vidiero recoge o vidio del homo y I sopia dontro de
un mcks pana despuds acabar B poza manslmente, En camibi,
ke mezns i la lnea At 50N por complato artecsanas. Esto mpkca
8 o5 maaging vidhiens e La Mediterrdnea trabaian of maberal sin
irickas, sacando da homo una masa de vidno v colocdndola sobie
un soporte g heermo para trabajana @ mano con pape o raden,
B hecho de uilizar paps 0 macen hace gue el voio =8 enfia de
FrEarWET mils lenka y oue el masstio 18nga mds empo pans irabagr
paza, i cusl Teveiecs B Bi vel un acabad imds brillanba,

Par obro kado, La Medilerinea enfocand de ahor an adetanis
ol confgurncadn G LN Ao Galiiono mucho mds Rgado o disedo
COMBMPORANED, una operacion qua serd tuislada por gusen hasin
la facha habia =00 la coonfinadorn del dapariarnenio dé diseio,
Sivia Garcia. A, las colaboracionas con disefiacdonns axtemos que
tanta notoredad hablan dado antarcrmente & la marce Seguinin
acdelanie, Cormo epercices O eciacitn da esta nueaa alapa, La M-
dieiranea ciilid on o colctn de dessfiadones Proyecio el
una agrupaciin a la gue mds adelants sa dedica un capituia). Su
PHOpLUBSLE CoMsstit e rasizar una libor de movisién @ imvestigacion
chip micdchees y pRegRs cescatalogadas con ol hsthn de debarminar si
B DOsitie Bi) fiaC iR Rin k akebhonecitn de numos produc-
bos. Sungieron asl nugevas mparas, centros de mesa, decantaso-
nes  [UBgoG Oe copas. Por olro o, La MidRemingd tena prnisto
s colaboranco, con und de iof creadonss o8 SU pEFa M
lobrica, Hictor Sevano, La rslacida con o disedador valenciano
nsariack: on Londnes viena de tempo ainds, desde gue junbo oon
Aloerto y FRaky Martings doeders o bolijo con foma de botela da
pldsticn La Skesta. Cuntsaments, vna pega hecha en cerfmica ha
Sico o simbolo con & qus 88 ha dentifcacs & Lo empresa durnbs
ruchos afios. A principios de 2011 han bnzado ya un aperitve da
K G 58 BUGUIE Lng rucifiers colahonacadn Con 1A nusd coleociin
& widnio y concho da Bmparas v jarmones Matura,

AATESANI ESPAROLA DE VAMNGLIARDU

Limgaras de b coleccitn Natera, disefadas por Hécior Samano en 2011,
Hatpra collesctnn [amps. designed by Mior Semand ia 201

hand. In furm, e pescas in e AT ire ang Tully Fand-crattad
Thies rrugans that the master glassmakers &t La Mediterdnes
use N moulkds, producing a mass of glass from the kil and
placing it on an iron stand 1o wark it by hand with paper o
wiood, Using paper of wood makes the glass cool more Sk
Iy, ghang Lise masher craftsmen mons tima 1o work the piece,
which in furn is halpful in achieving a glossy finish,

From hefa on in, La Mediterranaa wil ba Ipcuging on
denvising a new catakogue much mora closaly linked to con-
temporary design, an opeation thal will be superised by
Sihia Gancid, who has hithero been 1be cooedinator of tha
design department. The collaborations with independent de-
signars that had prendously garmenad S0 rrch R for i
Evand will continue. As an initial axerciss in this neyw phase. La
Medierransa placed its trust in the Proyecto Revival design
Qroup i groug 10 which @ chapter of this book is devoled
elsewhena). [t proposed to conduct a revies of and reseanch
inte disconbinued moulds and pieces o sse whathar it was
poasible to ravive themn and basa new products on tham.
This led to the creation of neaw lamps, centrepieces, decant-
ars i glassears s8ts. In fum, La Meditesranea s planning
nieny redeaseg with Hector Bamana, the crealor of one of its
rriast ictnic piecas. The relationship with this London-based
Valencian desagned Sirelches far back o whan b doesigrisd
thir jug-shaped plastic bottle La Siesta together with Alberio
and Raky Martinez. Interestingly, 8 ceramc paca is the sym-
bal thal has ideniied the compary bor many years. Al the
bagnning of 2011, La Meditemanea lesunched a foretaste of
a coliaboration Thil is expeched 10 ba highly tnatful; the noy
gla=s and cork collection of lamps and vasses calied Matura,



Jarrones e I coleeciin Hahury, deefiates poe Héch Samano en X011
il collachon yases, cesgred [y Heci Saimeng In H11

Botijo La Siesta, disefio de Héctor Sermann, Alberio y Rairy Martine:

La Séesta drinking jug. designed by Hichor Serana, Alberto and Raky Martings
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